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Building Social 
Infrastructure in
Vulnerable 
Communities

• Framework for investing in social infrastructure

• Tools for assessing social vulnerability

➢ National Risk Index

➢ Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool

➢ Social Vulnerability Index

• Community Disaster Resilience Zones (CDRZ) 
Act of 2022

➢ Identification and designation 

➢ Focus investment in resilient 
infrastructure

• Housing is infrastructure!



Identify and 
Designate Most 
in Need / Most 
at Risk

• For communities most in need and most at 
risk of natural disaster(s)

• Data-driven assessment at census tract-level:

➢ Hazard risk, scores, and ratings

✓ Loss exposure

✓ Social vulnerability

✓ Community resilience

✓ Population and housing demographics

✓ Agricultural loss impact

➢ Incorporate additional socio-economic 
data from the Census Bureau, RAPT, 
etc.



www.fema.gov/nri

http://www.fema.gov/nri








Data Driven 
Approaches to 
Building 
Resilience 
Infrastructure

• Federal, state and local gov’t.

➢ Whole-of-gov’t approach

➢ Justice 40 Initiative

➢ Coordination with state gov’t and DOIs

• Corporations and business community

➢ ESG focused investment & charitable giving

• Philanthropic foundations

➢ Coordinated focus



Public and Private 
Funding For 
Resilience Projects

• Provide menu of funding options for resilience projects

• Structure tax and financing features to focus investment

➢ Direct pay bonds (subset of Build America Bonds)

➢ Private activity bonds

➢ CDFIs

➢ Transferrable tax credits

▪ Community-level projects

▪ Individual homeowner retrofits

➢ Corporate and individual charitable contribution tax 
credits (vs. tax deductions)

• Waive required matching funds for FEMA’s Building 
Resilience Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 
Program

• Prioritize and set aside HUD, USDA, and other federal 
program funding



Potential for Insurance Sector Investment in Infrastructure Resilience Projects




